Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa,
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Compiled from the speeches of
Sadguru Sri Nannagaru
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Sri Ramakrishnaoes not wear clothe
to his words It is naked spirituality.

- Sadguru Sri Nannagaru
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Once a retired professor
N attended a spech of Sri
| Nannagaru. He heard Sri
| Nannagaru aying:

"Sri Ramakrishnaoes not
-} wear clothes tohis words.
It is naked spirituality

After the speech,he met

Sri Nannagaru and said:
"My father was an ardent devotee o¥ri

Ramakrishna. Even | habeen devoted to Sri
Ramakrishna since my childhood. | read several
books on Sri RamakrishnBut | did not come
across a word like naked spiritualityhis isa
very apt description of{ NJA wlk YIF 1 NJ
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Youcan understand the work of Sri
Ranakrishna only If you possess an
Introverted vision

Once Sri Nannagaru wadd by
a monk of Sri Ramakrish
Math: "Perhaps Swa
Vivekananda is greater than $
Ramakrishna for having done
much of work." Si Nannagar
replied: "Please talk after
Introverting your mind. Not
only the work of Swami Vivakanda but if you
combine thework done by all the 16 direct
disciples of Sri Ramakrishna hretr entire life,
it will not become equivalent to akeast half of
the work done by Sri Ramakrishnéou try to
understand this with an introverted visidn




Sri Ramakrishna,

The Lover of Humanity




Sri Ramakrishna is 'The Lover of Humanity'
Sri Ramakrishna makes an open and lovely talk
He doesn't agree with harsh or grave words.
Sri Ramakrishn&as not aware as to what is

meant by crookedness. There was no
crookedness In his words. Though Sri
Ramakrishna preached about duality, His goal is
Non duality. The devotees of Sri Ramana and
Adi Shankara consider Sri R&mshna to be a

devotee and not alnani. If it is true, how can




such teaching arise? Sri Ramakrishna taught till
his last moment. He is a personificaticof

teaching. Sri Ramakrishma the incarnation of
Sadhana (spiritual effort). He faced many
hardships in the process of sadhamhagaan

Ramana never expressed his affection. But Sri
Ramakrishna expressed his affection. Talking

about Sri Ramakrishna, Tagore said:" Since Sr

Ramakrishna did not have any task of punishing
the wicked and protecting the good, he cannot
be called as an incaation. He can only be
called a Saint." However this single sentence is
enough to know the state of Sri Ramakrishna:
"There are only three people who never
thought of themselves. They are Buddha, Sri
Ramakrishna and Jesus. They are historical
persons oly and are notbeing quoted from
puranas.”




Sri Ramakarishna, Holy Mother andvami
Vivekananda are called ddoly Tinity. If Sri
Ramakrishna and Mother Sarada can be called
as Rama and Sita, Swami Vivekananda and S
Ramakrishna can be called as Naaad
Narayana.

Sri Ramakrishna gave more iarance to the
purity of mind. Due to his unconditional love
and compassion, he used to try to take us to
the spiritual state that he attained. Sri
Ramakrishna never honored the well educated,
the rich and the dwolars on a special basis. He
used to say that it is these people only who are




ruining the nation. If any worldly people visited
Sri Ramakrishna, He used to get the place
where they were seated to be cleansed with
the water of Ganges irder to purify it. Sri
Ramakrishna used to call river Ganges as ' The
Flowing Knowledge'. Thus Sri Ramakrishna
considered worldly people to be so dangerous.

Sri Ramakrishna looks at our Heart. If anyone Is
devoid of likes and dislikes, he would make
them sit on his lap. Thmh they may be30
years old, he used to sayHbw is it that lust
and anger did not enter this person, though he
IS 30 years of age? Not that he is controlling
them after their advent. The lust and anger did
not even enter him. Saying thus he would
makethem sit on his lap. Such was his love and
affection for devotees. Though you may
possess 100 crores, he may not even look at
you. But if anyone strived hard in their
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sadhana, he used to encourage them. Such is
the affection that a realized soul possesdes
his devotees.

When Bhagavan Ramana was asked by any
scholars to show the proof of His words in
scriptures, Bhagavan used to quote from
Upanishads, Gita and epics. Similarly when Sri
Ramakrishna was asked to show the proof of
His words, Sri Ramakrishnsaid: What? You

need a proof? So what you intend to say is that
| am lying? Why should | lie? What will | achieve
by telling lies? If I am not aware, | will accept
that | am ignorant. Did | ever speak lieSly

word itself is the proofGo out. If you wat, you

believe, else get out." Thus Sri Ramakrishna
spoke emotionally.

Sri Ramakrishna used to refer the married
people as wet matchstickéwhich cannot be
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ignited immediately). When anyone gave the
wedding card of their children to Sri
Ramakrishna, hased to say: "Are you showing
me the epoch to ruin your son and daughiar
law? Go out." People used to comment
secretly: "Why does He spedhus? Didn't he
get married?"

People used to put this quest directly to Sri
Ramakrishndlf marriages are not ahe, how
will this society survive¥You are assembling all
the bachelors. If marriages are not done, how
will the society move forward? Shouldrthe
system of marriage exist3ti Ramakrishna did
not have any hesitation or crookednesdde
replied thus," Ya leave out the society. Now
both of us are talking with each other. Are you
marrying inorder to fulfill your desire/lust or
for the sake of society/country?You are
marrying only to fulfill your desireAre you
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really concerned about the society/country?
Though you may speak big things, | know what
exists in your Heart. You get out. Why do you
talk about the society? Are you big enough to
think about the welfare of the societyYou
have something else in your heart. Why do you
speak big things? Are you al§y concerned
about the society?his society was there even
before you were born, and will be there even
after you die.GOD will take care of the society.
There is no relation between your talk and
action. Therefore you get out.We have to
watch out asto what exists in our Heart. We
must not speak out like a parrot neglecting as
to what exists in our Heart.
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Abstracts from the Life of
Sri Ramérishna
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KhudiramChattopadhyayavas the father of Sri
Ramakrishna and Chandramani devi was the
Mother of Sri Ramakrishna. Khudiram
Chattopadhyayawas very pure at heart. He
never uttered any lies in his entire life. He used
to adore Lord Raa. Sri Ramakrishna was born
In the village called Kamarpukur on th8Feb In
1836. He lived for 50 years and left his mortal
frame on 16th August in 1886.
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| would like to be born as your son.

Can | come?

A big landlord forced Khudiram
Chattopadhyayao give false evidence in the
court of law. As Khudiram never uttered lies in
his entire life, the landlord thought that the
court would believe in Khudiram's word§he
landlord threatened Khudiram that he would
grab his entire property if Khudiram rejed to
give the false evidence. But Khudiram aiot
heedto the landlord2a NXatjddeSairésult
lost his entire property. Irspite of losing his
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entire property, Khudiram never lost his
courage. He led his life peacefully. Being
pleased by hidis purty and his devotion for
Truth, Lord Vishnu decided to take birth as his
son. (The Brahman keeps waiting in order to
find a purewombto take birth)

Once Khudiranvisited Gaya and stayed there
for a week. Lord Vishnu is called as Gadhadhare
In Gaya. Khuaaim slept in the temple during
night. One night Gadhadhara pgared in his
dream and said:I"would like to be born as your
son. Can | coméhen Khudiram repliedNo.
You should not come to my house. | am staying
In a thatched hut. | am suffering from cu an
acute poverty that | am currently unable to
feed my family for not more than once in a day.
You are not even the all renouncing Lord Shiva.
But you are Lord Vishnu, the lover of
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decoration. Only Kings like Dasaratha can feed
you and notpoor people like me.Therefore do
not come to myhouse." Lord Vishnu replied:
"In spite of your rejection, | feel like coming to
your house. You feed me with whatever you
have." Sri Ramakrishna was born 5 years after
this dream.

Sri Ramakrishna told Narefbwami Vivekananda
"Except for my parentsio one else is aware as
who exists within this body. Oh! My Little Naren, y
are grasping aleast a i of it due to the fruit of your
previous good deeds. Ispite of telling you that | ar
a poor Brahmin, you are not leaving my feet."

17




WY could not stop crying orseeing such a me
womb being burnt in the funeral pyr& o

Sri Ramakrishna's Mother scolded Him be
cautious in the intake of His food. She warr
Him not to eat the offerings made to the Lord.
Ramakrishna used to be afraid of her.

Sri Ramakrishna broke down when his Mother
died. One should not estimate a Jnani through
His external behaviour. AsLord Krishna
encouraged Pandavas to uttees in the war of
Mahabharata, an we stop from calling Him as
God? Sri Ramakrishna cried out loudly on the
death of his Mother. One cannaonsiderHim

to be an ignorant on looking at this. It is only
for the viewers that He seems to be an ordinary
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man crying for his Mother. Late Sri
Ramakrishna said: I'could not stop crying on
seeing such a pure womb (which gave birth to
me) being burnt in the funeral pyredid not cry
intentionally. | am not aware of the sorrow
experienced by a common man on the death of
their family membes. Divine Mother showed
me their sorrow In this form. It is an
experience."
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Can Self possess any property? Can Self own
any asset?

Many great scholars and wealthy people took
birth in the city of Calcutta. Sri Ramakrishna
and his father never posssed any worldly
attractions. At the tender age of 10, Sri
Ramakrishna lost his father. Sri Ramakrishna's
brother was well educated.
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Once Sri Ramakrish's brother told his
Mother: "I am going away to Calcutta in search
of a job. Ramakrishna doesn't rage any
property and you cannot take care of this
property. Therefore leus sell off our ancestral
property of 2 acres of land." Mother as well as
Sri Ramakrishna consented for the same and
the property was sold accordingly. The money
was accepted. All dhem went to sub regisar
office for the purpose of agistration.

Sri Ramakrishna was quiet till then. After the
signature of his brother, Sri Ramakrishna was
asked to sign the sale deed. Thergan the
high level dramaSri Ramakrishna astk them:
"Why do | ned to sign the sale deed?" Thels
registrar replied: "You are a major and possess
the right towards land. Therefore even you
need to sign the sale deed." Then Sri
Ramakrishna said:" If | sign the sale deed,
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doesr® it imply that | emi"
acceptng the ownership o "‘“”‘
land?" The 8b registrar said.: )"
"Yes." Hearing these word;,. 43
Sri  Ramakrishna fated. b
Sri Ramakrishna feltCan Sel e
possess any property? CH8
Self own any assetThinking
thus Sri Ramakrishna fainted.

They then hought that atleast finger prints of
Sri Ramakshna can be taken when he is
unconscious. Then the buyer of the property
said:" | am sure that Ramakrishna will not file a
suit against me in the court of law. Therefore |
don't require any signature or figgprints of Sri
Ramakrishna." Then even uls registrar
consented for the sale.

R ‘

Here ended the high level drama.
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Sri Ramakrishna became Lord Shiva Himself

Once one of the drama
artist who was to play the
role of Lord Shiva fell sick
Therefore Sri Ramakhea, a{
who was still a chllﬂwas :
chosen to enact the role
Sri Ramakrishna apt
disguised Himself as Shi’ ==
and learnt the requirec o ik

dialogues. However when

he stood upon the stage, he became dumb
after delivering few dialoguedde attaineda
deep state of amadhi.He became Lord Shiva
Himself When the director signaled him to
continue, Sri Ramakrishna could not do so as

He lost His body consciousness. Finally people

had to carry Him down from the stage.
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Sri Ramakrishna was an embodiment of 100%
purity without any crookedness

Sri Ramakrishna did a job for a salary of 8rs.
One person has to collect
the salary and place it i
the cupboard Another f
person has to keep an|§
account of it. Anothelg=
person has to do a charii}
of 1 rs. out of itJ
(Therefoe 3-4 people
were additionally |
required If $I Ramakrishna had to do a job)
After marriage, Sri Ramakrishna resigned from
his job. When asked for the reason, he replied:
"Since | am married now, | d@mequire a job."
(Thus he openly accepted that hedd job only

to get marriage proposals). The devotees tried
to educate Sri Ramakrishna. They saitfou
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should not speak out the Truth. You should not
say that since you got married, you have
resigned from your job. Rather you should
guote your ilthealthto be the reason and tell
them that you are going to take up the job after
a period of time."But Sri Ramakrishna was an
embodiment of 100% purityHe replied them:
"When | am perfectly alright and roaming
around, howcan | lie about my #health?
The inlaws scolded Sri Ramakrishna for having
deceived them. SRamakrishna tolerated them
patiently. Sri Ramakrishna told his Mother:
"Don®@ worry. Though we took back the
jewellery of Sarada and currently I am jobless,
Sarada will nogive medivorce."
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If the utensil Is made of gold, do we still need
to cleanse it on a daily basis?

Sri Ramakrishna described Totapuri as his
Advaitic Guru. We cd&» say whether Sri
Ramakrishna was the Guru of Totapuri or
Totapuri was the Guru of Sri Raknighna.
Once Totapuri said: A5 the utensils are
cleansed on a daily basis even the mind or
Intellect should be cleansed by japa and dhyana
on a daily basisThis removes the impurity
within mind/intellect and reflects the Self
within." Then Sri Ramakrishrreplied: 'You say
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that the utensil needs tde cleansedBut what

If the utensil is made of gold? Do we still need
to clean it on a daily basist is only called as
Brahman. Once Brahman is experienced all the
tendencies are destroyed along with theoot.
There i1s no advent and departure of Samadhi.
Samadhi becomes natural and Sahaja Samadh
IS stabilized.

Once Totapuri was preaching Advaita to

Ramakrishna. There were some children mal
noise Iin the next room wbh was disturbing
Totapuri. Out of rage, Totapuri went to the ne
room and scolded the children. When he came b:
He saw Sri Ramakrishna laughiiidhen Totapur
shouted at him: What? Even You are laughing
Then Sri Ramakrishna repliedls "your advad
(Non duality) complete now? Who is making noi
Is it the children or your mind?"
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We should ask Mother only for dispassion and
discriminationand not for any external desires

Rani Rasamanvanted to build a Kali teple in
Varanasi. However Mother Kali appeared in her
RNBFIY YR a4l ARY a2 Keé F
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saY S KSNX 2y (KS Hence/shea
built the Kali temple in Dakshineshwarhere
Sri Ramakrishna workeds a priest. Onalay
while Sri Ramakrishna was singing a song or
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Mother Kali, Rani Rasamani was externally
listening to the song but was internally thinking
about a court caseShe was praying Mother
Kali to bring her victory in the court case.
ImmediatelySri Ramakrishna came and slapped
her. He said: We should ask Mother only for
dispassion and discrimination and not for any
other external desireS Rani Rasamani
apologized Sri Ramakrishna. She was the
employerof Sri Ramakrishn&.et she asked for
his gology. Thus the devotee's mind was an
open book for Sri Ramakrishna.
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Will you replace your so#in-law if his hand is
broken?

Once when the hand of a deity broke in the
temple built by Rani Rasamani, there was a
dispute whether the idol needs to be pkaced

or the broken hand neesito be rectified. Some
pandits even said that the idol iIs no more
useful for being worshipped. When this
problem was placed before Sri Ramakrishna for
a soluton, Sri Ramakrishna repliedStppose
the sonin-law of Rani Rasaami got his hand
fractured, does she provide him medical
treatment or replace the som-law?" Rani
Rasamani was impressed with this answer. She
handed over the responsibility of rectifying the
broken hand to Sri Ramakrishna. Sri
Ramakrishna performed thgob so perfectly
that none could trace that the hand of deity
was ever broken.
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Oh! Mother, Send me those people who are
craving for Knowledge and dispassion

Sri Ramakrishna saidMobther Kali! Only worldly
people are coming her&end me those people wi
are craving for Knowledge and dispassiaviother
Kali replied: Frst, youtolerate these people. Late
Won likeQ seekers of Truth will come to yol
Till then bear with them."
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Today | am seeing an Ocean of Knowledge!

Once Sri Ramakrishna visited Ishav&@handra
Vidyasagar who was a great scholar and \
established several educational instituteshel
following conversation took place Iin betwe
them:

SriRam&rishna Till date | have seen only pont
lakes and rivers. Today | am seeing an ocean.

VidyaSagar. The Ocean consists of salt «
Isn't it?

SriRam&rishna Today | am seeing an Oceaf
Knowledge

Vidyasagar couldnot reply back. Though &
Ramakrishna was an illiterate, a gregholar like
Vidyasagar was silencé&y him. Such is the glo
of SelfKnowledge.
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His tail is not yet cut!

Once a dvotee of Sri
Ramakrishna told him abol
Ishwara Chandra iya Sagar
He said: "Vidyasagar Is
Compassionate man. He is i
great scholar. He gives a
judgment impartially. He provides free
education to a lot of studes." Sri Ramakrishna
replied: 'But his tail is not yet cut Here tail
Indicates the thought of ' am the body'. He
Implied that Vidyasagar didot get rid of his
doer-ship (the feeling that i am the doer of the
work). He has not yet realized that God is the
doer. He is yet to gain the pmrequisites to
attain the experience of God. Since his thinking
faculty is flawless, even he will be reformed on
someday or the other. He is a good man only
but is unable to transcend his false 'I' (ego).
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He is both a yogi as well as a bhogi

Once the devotees described Devendranath Tag
the father of Ravindraath Tagore as a great scho
who is well versed in Upanishad&ri Ramakrishn
replied: " He may be a Yogi but he is also a bho
he still has desires for worldly things. @rbe
carried away by such dummy (uttgta) people.
They may have great fanw scholarship or powe
or authority. But they dof2have the inner life."
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Yau get the belch according to what you dat

When Sri Ramakrishna asked Bank
"Bankim, what is the news?" Bankireplied:
"What else existother than eating, sleepin
and mating?" Sri Ramakrishna replieYou get
the belch according to what you eatExternally
Sri Ramakrishna seems to be innocent but
finds out our intention through our speech.
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Once Sri Ramakrishna went to take bath in Gal
along with his nephewHriday. While retuning back,
Hriday said: Uncle, look at that building. See hc
big it Is and how good it looks." SiRamakrishni
replied: 'How does it matter as to how good or hc
big the building isPsn't it only a brick upon a briek
Sri Ramakrishna indicated thatwe get deluded by
the worldly/sensory objects the mind would nev
get introverted.
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Sri Ramakrishna, The Greatest
among all the incarnations
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On &' February 1898, at Navagopal Gh@sh
house iIn Ramakrishnapore, Howrah, Swami
Vivekananda was consecrating the anble
Image of Sri Ramakrishna. During that occasion,
he composedextempore the famougpranama
mantra:

Sthapakaya cha dharmasya
sarva dlarma svarupine,
Avatara Varishthaya
Ramakrishnaya te namaha

Swami Vivekananda said: Sri Ramakrishna is na
merely an incarnation of God but He is 'The
Greatest among all the inoaations of God'.
Since childhood, Sri Ramakrishna had an
Intuition that he has not come for an ordinary
work but to do an extraordinary work of an
Incarnation.
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Sri Ramakrishna saidl dm sitting on the wall an
looking at ths side as well as that sid@&/hatever |
view on the other side, | am narrating you. | feel |
jumping uro the other side.But who will be left
over to preach you? Why did | come unto t
earth? How can | jump to the other side leaving
all? Won't you lose your teacher?" This is
Compassionlf He says that He will release you fr
the desire, He wiltertainly release you.
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Sri Ramakrishna said: Have learnt the art o
climbing the building, staying there as well
coming down. Some people climb the build
and stay thereonly. But | have learnt the a
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Once a @votee asked Sri Ramakrishnéf. God
exists as indwellewithin each and everyone
why are people like you adored or honoed
specially?" Sri Ramakmsa replied: "l am in n
way concerned with honou. Peopleworshipme
as God is revealad this body."
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Sri Ramakrishna said: "People are coming to
without knowing that it would be their last birth o
coming to me. Without knowing that | would i
off their desire for pleasures, they are approach
me. How can they enjoy the pleasuresthout
getting a body? Unknowingly they are coming
me. Whoever come hergeferring to Himself) wil
get liberated."
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Once Sri Ramakrishna saiwHile feeding a chilc
the Mother pushes in a lump of food once t
child gulps in the food iris mouth. Smilarly once
| finish speaking a word, Mother Kali is pusr
forward another word from my mouth. | am ni
uttering anythingon my own It is Mother who I
sending the same."
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A devotee approdueed Sri Ramakrishna and s&
"If God exists within everyonas indweller ther
what is the purpose of advent of an incarnati
unto earth?" Sri Bmakrishna replied: Whether
you place your hands on the back of a cow or
Its horns or on its tail, it is equivalent to touchi
a cow. But you get milk only on pressgins udder.
Similarlythe Omnipresent Lord exists in the fo
of Knowledge expressed through the words of
Incarnation Not everyone can speak about S
Knowledge. Only an incarnation can speak ak
Self Knowledge. The milk of Self Knowledg
obtained only through an incarnation. Therefo
an incarnatiorcomesunto earth."
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Some scholars came to Sri Ramakrishna and
the following discussion:

Scholars: "Did you read any s¢upes?"
Sri Ramakrishnal am an illiterate."

Scholars: Did you hear the scriptures froi
anyone?"

Sri Ramakrishna¥'es. | heard them from others."
Contd.,
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Scholars: Did you hear that one should get rid
their false 'I' or ego?"

Sri Ramakrishna: "Yes".

Scholars: Did you ever try to et rid of the false 'i
or ego?

Sri Ramakrishna:As and when | heard, | kept
searching for the false 'l' iorder to et rid
of it. But | am unable to find the same.

Suppose we are told that a snake exists in a
and hearing that we get into the lane. Can we
0KS ayl 1S 2yteée AF A0 !
We can see the snake only if it exists. Ist
Similarly the false 'I' or ego should exist for
Ramakrishna to get rid of the same.
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The disciples of Sri Ramakrishna said: "Our (
goes up as well as comes down on a daagis. Bu
other great seersnvent up but forgot the path tc
return back." Sri Ramakrishna alway@ne down to
our level and answered our questions.

Sri Ramakrishna said: dm entering the state c
Samadhi. Yet | am coming down to your leve
narrate the experience of Samadhihough |
don't like coming back from the state

Samadhi, | am coming daonly for your sake."
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The Book of Bhagavatha alone existed with
Ramakrishna. He used to read only that bc
Once Sri Ramakrishna ckathe following in
BhagavathaThe gods sent Pndadato calm down
Lord Narasimhawhose anger dicdhot comedown
even after killing Hiranyakashyapan @iewing his
dearest devoteePrahlada, Lord Narasimha lick
Prahlada with his tongue and thexter calmed
down. On reading this, Sri Ramakrishna féls
God so fond of his devotee thateHlicked his
devotee with Histongue?" Reading this sing
sentence, Sri Ramakrishna fellard deep state o
Samadhi fornearly 2 hours. Sri Ramakrish
reached the depths of His Heart through tr
Being fed up of wiing, the devotees who came i
see Sri Ramakrishna finally left.
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During his last days, while suffering from thre
cancer, it happeed that Sri Ramakrishna caroet
iInto garden on feeling much better on 1st J
1886. He sat under a tree drsaid: ‘Ask. Today
will give you whatever you want." Heecame &
wish fulfilling tree on that day. He asked one of
devotees (Girish Chandra l&sh) the following
guestion: What do you thinlof me?" The devote
replied: 'How can | describe Him who couldt be
described by Sages Vyasa and Valmiki? | am
eligible to experience Bliss."
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Sri Ramakrishna had the following discuss
with one of his devotees Adhar Sen:

Sri Ramakrishndf there is a ground beyond th:
wall, how can you view the same having the
wall as an obstacle?

Adhar Sen: It is possible to view the grot
beyond the wall if there is a hole In the wa
SriRamakrishna: What do you think of me?

Adhar Sen: | corder you to be the hole in th
wall through which | can perceive GOD/ Self.

Sri Ramakd Ky 'Y . dziT R2y Qi
should get the thought bviewing the grounc
throughthe hole in the wall?

Adhar Sen: Yes and for that | need imme
purity.
Sri Ranakrishna: Do you possess that purity?

Adhar Sen: That is the reason | come to you.
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Hriday, the nephew of Sri Ramakrishna, served
Sri Ramakrigia for severalyearsbut left Him
due to some dispute. But very soon he returned
to Sri Ramakshna. Umable to go near Himhe
sent a message of his arrivathd asked hinto
come andmeet him in a particuar place. Sri
Ramakrishna tookl. along with him to see
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Hriday. Hriday cried like a child on seeing Sri
Ramakrishna and said: ‘@xperienced mamn
hardships." While returning back even Sri
Ramakishna cried like a child. M. questioned
Sri Ramakrishna:There is a purpose for his
crying. But why are you crying?" Sri
Ramakrishna replied:Mr. M., Do you think
that | still possess the faculty of difémtiating
between friends and foed?e served me a lot.
Let me remember his service alone."
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When Sri Ramakrishna was suffering from
throat cancer, he was rnieeven able to drink a
sip of butter milk. When one of the devotees
pleaded with Him to w@are himself, Sri
Ramakrishna refeing to the people around
him, replied:" Isn't it myself who is drinking the
butter milk through all hese mouths. Should |
consume butter milk only with this mouth?"

It was Cosmic dhsciousness which existed
there.
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Mathur Babu said:Even if | give away my &rre
assets to Sri Ramakrishna or donate my er
bank accounts to Him or even if gets the en
fame of the Universe, Sri Ramakrishna wc
never swerve from the path of renunciation."

Sri Ramakrishna toldMathur Babu: I' am
aware of all your weaknesgs. Still | love yo
Including your weaknesses." This Is poss
only for a Divine person. Therefore
Ramakrishna is a Divine incarnation
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Sri Ramakrishna said: éxist in the
world but | don't belong to it."

Sri Ramakrishna saidBtahman is Trutl
and the world is False. However | view
world as well as Jiva as Brahman only."
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The Master who made the
Masters

Swomi Vivekononda ~ Swomi Brohmanonde ~ Swomi Yogonondo  Swomi Premanonda
(1863-1902) (1863-1922) (1861-1899) (1861-1918)

Swomi Nironunondu Swomi Shivanondo ~ Swomi Saredenanda  Swomi Romakrishnananda
(1862-1904) (1854-1934) (1865-1927) (1863-1911)

Swomi Tﬁliyonondu Swomi Advoitenanda
(1863-1922) (1828-1909)

Swami Trigunatitononda  Swomi Subodhononda  Swomi Akhandonanda  Swomi Vijnanananda
(1865-1915) (1867-1932) (1864-1937) (1868-1938)
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Sri Ramakrishna is not an ordinary Guru. He is
Master who made the Masterdde taughtsense
control and self control to all the 16 dire
disciples. He also warned them:

"You will get the power to perform miracles w
GKA&aD . dzi YySOSNI IS0 |
ever leave JnanaThus he gave a special coach
to all the 16direct disciples.

All the 16 disciples attained the strength «
elephants (spiritually). They attained a spiriti
statusequivalentto that of their Guru with respec
to teaching.
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Sri Ramakrishnased toclimb the stairs of hi
building and looking toards Gangeshe used tc
shout "Oh! Boys, Where are you all? Why dc
you come? How longt has been that | cam
unto this earth. How long will you get swaye
away by these worldly aitl O A 2 y & K
you come? He shouted thus as if he went mac

As we examine the udder, ears etc of t
calf before purchasim it, Sri Ramakrishr
used to examine the eyesyoice, walk,
words and behaviour of his disciplesfore
accepting them. He usedo examine
whether they can transcend their likes a
dislikes though their effort.
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Sri Ramakrishna used to ask all the youngs
to sit and all the householders to leave.
used to address those youngsters as intellig
who did not marry. He used to take spec
classes for themPerhaps He instructed the
not to get married in future He doesiot even
ask us to make spiritual efforts but destroys
our tendencies. Only becaus¢e didnot have
any other personal work.

59




Sri Ramakrishna used to tell the 16 dir
disciples who formed thenner circle: ‘As the
Cow Icks off the dirt on its calf, | will lick ¢
your inner dirt." Sri Ramakrishna distribut
100% of his spiritual power to all the .
disciples in his last ga. He did not even say
5 paiseof his spiritual propertyThe result of i
was that all the 16 dsciples were neve
attracted towards any of the extern
pleasures in their entire life timelhus they
broughtthe Ramakrishna Ordénto progress

Sri Ramakrishna saids the bonded laborel
strive hard to earn their living, ever
Maharishis and yogis wrk hard for the
progress of institutions established for t
welfare of society
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Once a devotedBalaram Bose) came and Qe
few saffron clothes to Sri Ramakrishna ask
Him to distribute amongst the eligible peop
Sri Ramakrishna saidHé is not aSanyasin whe
wears saffron clothes. He is only a true Sany
who has the faculty of sacrificin@ther than my
disciples, who elshas the faculty of sacrificing’
Saying thus Sri Ramakrishna distributed
saffron clothes among all the 16 direct dies.
Thus the foundation for Sri Ramakrishna Miss
was laid here.

61




After Sri Ramakrishna left his mortal fran
his 16 direct disciplesuffered from acute
poverty. They had no food to eat. Then :
Ramakrishna appeared in the drearhome of
his wealtly devotees and spoke thuddb you
limit me to a body? Why did you leave auy
16 direct disciples aftethe expiry of my
body? Don't | exist now? Feed my discif
also in the same manner as you fee

when | was alive. You need not feed them
a long period of time Feed them for one yes
then they can sustain on their own." TI
devotee acted accordinglysuru is not limitec
to a body. Even after the death of the bo
Guru looks after the welfare of his discipl
This Is a good instander it.
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St Ramakrishna's householder disciples were \
wealthy and Influential. However Sanya
disciples were only children. When the Sanyzs
disciples asked to distribute the ashes of
Ramakrishna equally, the householder disciy
refused to do so. The Bgasin disciples thought
stealing the ashes within 12th day. Swe
Vivekananda said: "l will stay outside only so t
even If you are caught, | can arrange for y
release." Four of the Sanyasin disciples startec
their mission to steal the ashes 8fi Ramakrishnz
Only half of the ashes were stole
Though the householder disciples became aw
of this, they kept quiet. They felt that they we
left with their share of ashes.
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Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi

oDo not find fault with ohers if you want peac
2 T Y A-{idydbther Sri Sarada Devi
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Mother Sarada was very balanced

Mother Sarada used to be veé
Majestic. She resembled |
Goddess. Sri Ramakrishna ne
addressed Mother Sarada as
'You'. He used to give Her T
Most respect. Mother Sarada
belonged to a good family.

Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda were
emotional. However Mother Sarada was very
balanced Even now she is called as 'The Holy
Mother'. She never got emotional. She never
reacted.Througlout her life, she talked in such
a manner that she need not apologzanyone
(resembling Buddha)
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There was a huge delay in the marriage of Sri
Ramakrishna. He used to ask: "Search for my
bride." He never denied getting marriedt the
time of marriage, Sri Ramakrishna's Mother
hired some ornaments to decorate Saead
Sarada was then 7 years old. When Sri
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Ramakrishna said that the hired jewellery
should be returned back, His Mother replied:
"My hands are not ready to grab them from
her." Then Sri Ramakrishna quietly stole them
when Sarada was fast asleep. Thegoas of
Sarada became furious when they came to
know that the ornaments were hired and not
owned by Sri Ramakrishna's family. Hence they
took back Sarada along with them.
Sri Ramhkrishna then told His Mother:Sarada

IS a good girl. Shavill not give me divorcé
Later Sri Ramakrishna completely forgot that he
got married. When Sarada was brought back by
her father, Sri Ramakrishna asked hedid you
come here to ruin my spiritual efforts
(sadhana)?"Sarada replied:No, | will not ruin
your sadhana; rather | will help you In your
sadhana
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Oh! What is the purpose of the advent of that
body unto earth?

Once whenHoly Mother Saradg=——m==z
was at herparent's house,she:
suffered  from diarrhea  Srif
Ramakrishna was told that sr',
would live only fo a short period oL_ ~—
time. Sri Ramakrishna didot lament that his
wife would not exist anymoreWhat he said
about her was: Oh! What is the purpose of the
advent of that body unto earth™ that body
perishes without attaining Self Realization, she
would be subject to tremendous hardships and
also will have to take several births in future."
Therefore Sri Ramakrishna was not viewing
Holy Mother Sarada as his wifbut was
considering her to be a Jiva who needs to be

liberated. Thus he became an acharya.
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Sri  Ramakrishna was ve

Innocent. However the

devotees were very intelligen’ Juag= -
Sri Ramakrishna usdd point | S
out people and say:Y'ou have
a necklace, You have
necklace. But how is it thé.
Sarada doedR possess the san® Having
heard these words, a rich lady got a necklace
made for Sarada. Then Sri Ramakrishna asket
the rich lady to gift the necklace to Sarada with
her own hands. Thus Sri Ramakrishna riod

possess any expectation. Sri Ramakrishna's

behavour resembled that of a child. If we think
wrong of Him, we will become blind.
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Sri Ramakrishna cut the long plait so that
Mother Sarada will not waste time

Mother Sarada's nephew had a long plait.
Ramakrishna felt that Mother Sarada is wastir
lot of time Iin combing that long plait of he
nephew. So when Mother Saradaisphew was
fast asleephe cut her hairSri Ramakrishna lat
said that he acted thus so that Mother Sare
will not waste so much of her time in combi

that long plait.
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Wou are the same Mother who gave birth to
me and whom | ador®

Sri Ramakshna made Sarada sit on a chair and
worshipped Her. Sri Ramakrishna not only
addressed her with reverence (by not
addressing as You) but even worshipped her
feet. Sri Ramakrishna toldoly Mother Sarada:
"The Mother who gave birth to me, the Mother
whom | adore, it iIs the same Mother | see in
You." He told Her: Are you worried that You
don® have children? In Future, lakhs of people
will call You as Mother."
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Sri Ramakrishna instructed Holy Mother to give v
less food to his direct disciples so that it will r
affect their sadhana. However Holy Mother replie
at f S| & iBterfR@ iyf g matter. | know thei
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One day when Sri Ramakrishna was suffering
from cancerHoly Mother Sarada brought some
food for him. Sri Ramakrishna intensely looked
Into her eyes.She then asked Him," What is it
that you are looking into? You normally don't
look at me In this manner." Then Sri

Ramakrishna asked henVlll you do a work for
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me?" Holy Motherreplied: "That is what | am
currently doing." Sri Ramakrishna thesaid:

" Will you do my work after the death of this
(referring to himself) body? | am going to leav
this body within a few days.Holy Mother

Saradaconsented forgasss
the same.  Srig

repent that this bodyisse s
s no more existent’ e
You must compgitely &
forget our past life

Live in the Present. Burn the paMou can
perform my work only by living in the preseiit.
am sending my power into you through my
eyes." Holy Mother Saraddived for 34 more
years after Sri Ramakrishna and performed His
work.
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Even we have to forget the past and do
sadhana in the present to get likeged. The
husband should not think of the wife on the
death of the wife. The wife should not think of
husband on the death of husband and thereby
waste their present period of time.
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My Master Is no more!

When Sri Ramakrishna left his mor
frame, Holy Mother Sarada should ha
cried: 'My Husband is no more." But S
cried sayingMy Master is no moré
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How are you comparable t@rdinary people?
52V0Q0 NBY20S @2dzNJ 0l y =

When Holy Mother Saradawas about to
remove her bangles on the death of Sri
Ramakrishna, Sri  Ramakrishna physically
appeared before he(as Jesus appeared 3 days
after his death)held her hands and said: " You
are fire. Death resembles movement from one
NE2Y (2 | y2iKSKkhove s NX
bangles. Can the fire get corrodedtow are
you comparable to ordinary people? Therefore
R2Yy QU NBY2QOS &2dzNJ ol y =

On mere change of the mortal frame, how can
consider Him dead? Those eyes of Sri Ramakri
were unaware of sin. He is the purest of the pt
Though He possessed senses, he saibl:have
never enjoyed the world even in noyeam."
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Good opportunities are not available foreve
and when they come you must utilize them.

The people of Madras pressurized Swami
Vivekananda to attend the Hament of
religions in U.S.ASwamij said: Let me get the
permission ofHoly Mother Sarada Therefore
Swamiji wrote a letter toHdy Mother. Holy
Mother replied: 'l will ask ThakufMaster)and
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reply within 4 days." Within 2 days,
Sri Ramakrishna came into the dream Hidly
Mother. As she was looking 2t

Him, Sri Ramakrishna melte
Into a pool of water. The
water within the pool was
being distributed to the
devotees by Swanmg
Vivekananda. After wakinl"
up, Holy Mother Saraddsss 7
understood  that  Swam, T @
Vivekananda would distribute the spiritual
wealth of Sri Ramakrishna and permitted
Swamiji to go to U.B. She wrote backo
Swamiji: 'Good opportunities are not available
forever and when they come you must utilize
them. Go to U.S.A and do the work of your
Guru.”
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How come Holy Mother is living in a thatched
hut?

As instructed by Sri Ramakrishrirégly Mother
Saraa spent 10 days in Kamarpukur and then
left to Jayarambhati. The digptes of Sri
Ramakrishna felt: How come Holy Mother
Sarada is living in a thatched hutTherefoe
they built a building for hem Belur Math and
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sent Swami Saradananda to bring herBelur
Math. At firstHoly Motherrefused to come to
Belur Math. Later Swami Saradananda pleaded
with her and convinced he
Sheinitially refusedand said
"It is Master's will that | sta
here." Swami Saradanano
said: The situation wag
different then which made
Master to speak thus She
replied: 'l am used to thi
kind of life and therefore cannot come."
However Swami Saradananda was very
stubborn and threatened to fast till death.
ThereforeHoly Mother Saradaonsental in the
end to go with Swami $adananda. While
leaving Jayarambhati, she came to the outskirts
of the village and saluted the goddess of village.
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morning. After toiing hard throudout the day,
she started the chanting of the name lobrd at 10
h €ock in the night. She thus chanted foBrs
and only then she slepthen the devotees aske
her: "Why are you chanting the name of Lord
these late hours? Why d@ you sleep?", shq
replied: " Devotees are unable to chant the na
of Lord in the course of their hectic live
Therefore | am chanting for the sake of devotée
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Sri Ramakrishna did not get the honour that
Holy Mother Sarada attained.

All the hard work was made by the Guru and
disciple. Howeverhe entire honour belonged
to Holy Mother What can we say? It is in her
body's destiny to get that honour
Sri Ramakrishna did not get the honour that
Holy Mother Saradaattained. Of the 2000
monks, iIf 600 of them are devoted to
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Sri Ramakrishna, 1000 of them are devoted to
Sarada. Only 20 people attended the funeral
procession of Sri Ramakrishitdowever nearly
5000 people attended the funeral procession of
Holy Mother Sarada

Sri Ramakrishna used to descridely Mother
Saradaas 'fire' indicatindher purity.
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The dispassion of Sri Ramakrishna Is most
normal and natural

When Holy Mother Saradavas asked: There
are many Mahatmas who renounced
everything. Doesn't Sri Ramakrishna belong to
such a category?Holy Mother Saadareplied:
"The dispassion of Sri Ramakrishna is most
normal. It Is very natural Though he got a
necklace made for me, it represents neither his
love for gold nor his bondage. It was natural
dispassion even there."
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When Mother Sarada was askedt seems that
the devotees of Sri Ramakrishna made
tremendousspiritual poogress. How is it that yol
devotees are so backward?" Mwmr Sarade
replied: 'Master selected elephant like people &
gave me ant like peopleEven thg will be
reformed (though itmay happen late) It may tak
some time. | will not leave them."

86




Swaml Saradananda

@
. |

Swami 8radanandas the author of the famous boc
WINA wl YOCKNABKEF 0 dd &ot
possess either desire or anger or hatred.
Ranakrishna sal: "If you work without any
desire/anger/hatred, you will attain Self Realizatior
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| am examining whether you can bear weight
In future or notl

Sri Ramakrishna used to suddenly sit in the lap
of Swami Saradananda. Sometimes He used tc
make Saradananada sit in his lap. When Swam
Saradananda hesitated, Sri Ramakrishna usec
to ingst on the same. When h
sat iIn Swami Saradananddap,
Sri Ramakrishna saidYdu nee
to bear the weight in future. | a
examining whether you can bew
that weight or not?" When H
made Swami Saradananda to Sit

In his lap, Sri Ramakrishna said: |I" am
examining whether Swami Saradananda s
heavy enough or not (heavy weight.i@ne
who remainsun-perturbedin any situation)."
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Wly funeral pyre should be lighted by
Sradananda2 Yy f € Q@

Mother Saradaook rest
H K2 dzNh éfokaoYl
O clock in te day time.
Throughout those 2 hour
Swami Saradananda waite
outside her room anc
ensured that no one'
disturbed Holy Mother. H¢ : -
did this though he had a very busy schedule
being the General Secretary to Ramakrishna
Math.

Holy Mother Sarada had 5 brother&he sai.
"After my death, my brothers may come to see
me but the funeral pyre should be lighted by
Swami Saradananda onlySuch was the faith
of SwamiSradananda towards Mother Sarada.
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Tolerance, Tolerance, Tolerance!

Swami 8radananda asked Mioer
Sarada Iin her last days:Master j
preached us several things. Simila =~
even you preach me something “%J
Mother Sarada replied the first wor {? 9
as Tolerancg the middle word as
‘Tolerancé and the final word a:
'Tolerancé Therefore she said: " This
IS my preaching: Tolerance, Tolerance,
Tolerancé' It was not her preaching but it was
Her Grace. She bestowed Swarargglananda
with the fruit of Her penance and Her
Tolerance through those wordi.was only due
to this tolerance that Swamiasadananda could
fulfill the responsibility of General Secretary of
Sri Ramakrishna Math for 20 years without
losing patience in any situation.

/ \
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Your blood resembles the blood of a fish ie it Is
cold blood

Swami Vivekaanda told Swam
Saradananda:l"have never seen yo
angry. Your blood resembles the blot
of a fish ie it is cold bloodrherefore
as long as you are alive remain as |
secretary to Ramakrishna Math. It is because
Secretary has a lot of burden to bear which
requires Immense tolerance. Dfn ever
become The Predent of Ramakrishna Math.
President is a honorary post and involves the
receiving of VIPs, partaking lunch with them
and thereby honoring them. It involves only
these tasks. Therefore donot become
President but remain as daeral Secretary."
Thus Swami&adananda remained as General
Secretary for 20 years and contributed towards
the progress of Sri Ramakrishna Math.
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Swami Adlihutananda

Though | am an illiterate, service has lifted r
purified me and elevated me.

-Swam Adbhutananda
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Pwill take my food only after feeding yoQd @

Latu was an lliterate Bihari who came to
Calcutta in searchfoa job. The employer of
Latu was a devotee of Sri Ramakrishna.
Sometimes he sent Latu to Sri Ranstkina for
delivering eatableswhenever Latu came to Sri
Ramakrishna, he listened to his words for an
hour or two. Gradually Latu got attracted to the
words of Sri Ramakrishna. Orgay he told Sri
Ramakrishna that he wanted to stay with Him

F2ZNBOSNYD { NA wl YIF 1 NRA&KY

dependent upon others for my food. How can |

FSSR &2dzKé [ Gdz NBLX ASF

Please give me shelter. llinnelp Holy Mother

{NA {I N RI RSOA Ay O2
{F N} RI RSOA &allIwRMwkedy 2 (
food only after feeding yau will feed you with
whatever lhave, 2dz Y SSR y 20 0§
Latu stayed with Sri Ramakrishna.
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Latu! Youare wonderful!

In his last days, ken Sri
Ramakrishna suffered fro
cancer,one day it happene
that Latu extended his
hands and asked
Ramakrishna to spit o
them. He then put thesss
sputum into the vessef © -

Latu felt that Guru migh « g

suffer until he brigs the vessel. Hence he used
his hands. Then Sri Ramakrishna being
Impressed with the devoton of Latu said:

dLatu you arevonderfulb €

i Ramakrishna said: It is glorious even
serve one man.
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Latu, You have a wide Heart equivalent to
nectar.

Latu used to feel shy anﬂ .
anxious due to lack o
education. He wused to
remain humble as his ec
disciples  were well |
educated and also did a
of sadhana(spiritual effort)
but he lacked such a
opportunity.
Sri Ramakrishna observed this behavior of Latu.
Hence he called him ongay and said'Don®
regret that you lack educatior¥.ou have a wide
Heart equivalent to nectart is enough for you

to get liberated." Thus Sri Ramakrishna
eradicated the shyness and fear of Latu.
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How can | answer the questions of aspirants?

When Latu was offed saffron clothes (to
accept Sanyasa) by Sri Ramakrishna, Latt
rejected the same. He said: "Once | become a
monk, people keep asking me questions. But |
am an |llliterate. How can | answer their
guestion®" Sri Ramakrishna saidYdu can
answer them. AccdpSanyasa and become a
monk." Later Latu answered the guestions of
spiritual aspirants only out of his experience.

96

S—




Whenever any discussion arose with respect to
any doubt in the words of Sri Ramakrishna, Latu
used to express his opinion only out bfs
experience. Of all the other's opons, Latu's
opinion used tobe very close to the Truth and
also match with his Guru's intention. All of
them used to adopt Latu's opinion.
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Latu got liberated first due to his unwavering
faith

Latu had unweering faith on Sri Ramakrishna.
He also served Him a Iotherefore it wad. atu
who got liberated first when compared to
others due to his faithLooking at the suffering
of Sri Ramakrishna, Naren doubted whether Sri
Ramakrishna is an incarnation or nobwver
there was no deficiency in the faith of Latu at
any point of time.
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Even though the pleasures are in front of you,
you must remain unperturbed

hyOS [Fiddz G§2f R { NA wl
a birth again. | will fall back into Maya."
Sri Ranakrishna replied: " Latu, though you
may get liberated, whenever required descend
to Leela and ascend to Nithya. If you are afraid
that you will be bound on getting a body or
ascending to Leel@an your liberation be called
as a true liberation or true dace or true
dispassion or true discrimination? Suppose your
nose falls down on mere sneezingow long
will you retain such nose? It is a challenge. You
should not say | will not take birth again. Rather
you should not get deluded by May@w many
ever tmes you may takéirth. | grant you such
a boon. Not that you should be reborn but even
If you are reborn, you should not fall into the
clutches of Maya.
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What Sri Ramakrishna indicated here is that if
you are afraid thayyou may get deluded when
the objects of temptation are in front of you,
then it indicates thatyou have not yet attained
the Ultimate state. Even thoughé pleasures
or objects of tempation are in front of you, you
must remain unperturbedOnly then it can be
called as the Ultirate State.
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When | look at your attitude of service, | feel
like living for some more tim& ®

Sri Ramakrishna  shi
"When | look at your' G
attitude of service, yor gk
love and affection| feel like ik
living for some more time
though my body is suffering
from cancer. You are no
allowing my body to die
Oh! Adbuthanandd. '

It IS not the affection which can beaescribed
In words. It is nothe service which is done ft
a payment. Adbuthananda united with &
Guru through his service tGuru.His Lovdor
His Guru was unconditional.
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L atu was named as Axdlithananda

Adbuthananda was an llliterate. He could not
even spell out either 'ka' or 'ga'. Swami
Vivekananda said: "Though we are educated,
our education is becoming an obstacle for us to
attain God. You are not experiencingn
ordinary Bliss but you are experiencing a
wonderful Bliss. Though you are alhterate,
you are wonderfully experiencing the BIiss
within.  Therefore | name you as
Adhhuthananda."

Latutold Sri Ramakrishna" As | am an illiterate,
can neither writenor preach others about you.
cannot perform any other work. Therefore let r
serve you." Thus hesed to clean the toilets, pres
the legs et., Latu said: " Oh! Raakrishna, | an
your servant.”
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Swami Brahmananda

Swami Brahmananda was the first Presiden
Sri Ramakrishna Math. Sri  Ramakris
declared him to be his spiritual son.
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He will become your Spiritual

Once Mother Kli told Sri Ramakrishna:

"Tomomrow, | am sending you aoB." Sri
Ramakrishna replied:When | am depedent
upon others for myfood, howcan Ifeed him?"
Mother Kali said: He will not depend upon you
for his food. He will become your spiritual son
Rakhal came to Sri Ramakrishna the next day.
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You may possess any nhumber of weaknesses, |
will throw them out

Unable to transcend his
weaknesses, Once Swa
Brahmananda decided to leay
Sri Rarakrishnaforever. On his
way out, he came across ¢
Ramakrishna. Sri Ramakrish
said: " Rakhal (pre-monastic
name of SwamBrahmananda),
though you may possess any number of
weaknesses, | Wil throw them out" Sri
Ramakrishna not only points out the tendres
within devotees but alsperforms a surgery to
make them tendency free. It is not a miracle.
He developed this power as hiBought, word
and deed remained same forever.

e~
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Swami Ramakrishananda

Swami Ramakrishnananda didhot differentiate
between the idol of Sri Ramakrishna and Sri

Ramakrishna. He covered Sri Ramakristina idol)
with a blanket in the winter season and fanned F
In the summer season. The Madras Ramakris
Math was established b$wami Ramakrishnanand:
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God is perceptible if the mind or intellect Is
pure

Once Sri Ramakrishna saiGod exists but He
IS not perceptible ¥ our mind, words and
senses."Sri Ramakrishnananda asked hifi:
God is not perceptible to anyf the above, hav
are you able to speak about Hn?"
Sri Ramakrishna repliedtt'is true that God is
not perceptible by ouintellect/mind. However
God is perceptible if the intellect/mind is pure
concentrated and eligibles., God is reachable
when we do not differentiate between
ourselves and others."
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Swami Turiyananda

Turiyananda implies the one who enjoys only th
bliss contained in the Selfle does not need any
other happiness ie Halwaysenjoys the state of
Turiya (e., the fourth state).
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Oh! This rascal has found me

When Sri Ramakrishna was suffering from
throat cancer, one day a devotee by name
Harinath approached him and asked thus:
" How is your kalth?" Sri Ramakrishrraplied:

"I am suffering from throat cancer. There is a
burning sensation in the entire body. Hence
Latu is fanning me." Harinath looks at the face
as well as into the eyes of Sri Ramakrishna. The
face as well as eyes seemed to bhkssiul.
Harinath said: "There is no relation betwan
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your words and face. Thouglou say that you
are suffering a lot, your face and eyes reflect
only bliss." Sri Ramakrishna replie®H! This
rascal has found meé.

The moment Sri Ramakrishna addressed
Hainath as rascal, all the foreign matter
(tendencies) within Harinath vanished. He
became purest of the pure.

Though Sri Ramakrishna called Harinath as
rascal,Harinath was not hurt. He saidDue to
your Holy @mpany, due to your Compassion
and Grace, theone who gets hurt does not
exist hereanynore."

Later Harinath became Swami Turiyananda. He
wrote a commentary on Vivekachudamani and
preached the same in U.S.A.
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Swami Vivekananda

When Swami Vivekananda was askeW/hy dor®
you speak about your ®lizK ¢ eplied:SI don't
speak as | feel that | cannot do justice for Him."
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Wam able to see God and also can show Him
to youQ @

Swami Vivekananda was the foremost disciple
of Sri Ramakrishna. In his firstiyife asked Sri
Ramakrishna: Have you seen God? Can you
show me @&d?" Sri Ramakrishna replied: dm
able to see God as well as listen to Has
clearly asyou are able to seene and | am able
to seeyou. | can also show Hirto you (I will
showyou Narayana within your heatt)
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Sri Ramakrishna built a fence around Naren In
order to protect him

Once Naren came to Sri Ramakrishna whén 4
people were seatedin the room.He had the

doubt whether God existed or not? One of
them seated Iin the room was telling Sri
Ramakrishna that Lord Krishna preached
Bhagavad Gita by becoming GOD Himsel#nTh
Naren said: How can we conclude that Krishna
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IS God Himself? How can we say tkatawas
preached by Krishna only?" Sri Ramakrishna
felt: "I thought that Naren will reform the
world. But how is it that such filthy words are
coming out of his mouth | feel as if | will lose
faith in myself as well as in Goddbwever Sri
Ramakrishna id not criticize Naren. He felt
that Naren behaved thus due to his bad
company. Hence Sri Ramakrisheelled Naren
to sit near him and caressed him and thereby
filled him with his power. Sri Ramakrishna
thought that there is a lot of good work to be
done by Naren in future for the welfare of the
world. Hence Sri Ramakrishna built a fence
around Naren in order to protect hinihat is Sri
Ramakrishna.
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Does faith possess any eyes to call it blind?

Being influenced by the company of suoe
atheists, onceNarensaid: "l have no belief In
blind fath." Sri Ramakrishna replied:Dbes
faith possess any eyedf it possesses eyes and
loses its sightyou canthen refer it to be blind.
When the faith has no eyes, how can you call it
blind? So how can you talk thus @it faith or
blind faith?" Naren was totally silenced with
this answer.

Once Sri Ramakrishna placed heg on the
chest of Naren. Naren felt &stihe entire world
IS rotating and that he would fall down. Then
understood that there is some power within
Ramakrishna.
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There Is no desire for women, wealth or fame
In that laughter

Once M., NarenSwami Vivekananda) and Sri
Ramakrishna were travelling in a bullock cart.
Naren started laghing suddenly for some
reason. When M. questioned him the reason
for laughing, Sri Ramakrishna sai®Vdit, Mr.

M. Look at his laughter. How pure, taintless and
flawless is that laughter? There is no mockery
In that smile. There i1s no desire for women,
wealth or fame in that laughtet
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Once Narerasked SriRamakrishna: "Why d
you always look at me aloneSri Ramakrishn
replied "I keep looking at you becauseannot/!!
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When Naren was a student, he told <
Ramakrishna that so and so person in Calcuf
very great. SrRamakrishna told him:You are
much greater than all of them whomever y
arereferring to. You are vergood at heart. Yo
will teadh the world." Naren thought within
himself: "The people of Calcutta consider
Ramakrishna to be insane and it seems tc
true. How can Sri Ramakrishna conside
student to be a Mahatma?" Sri Ramakrisl
replied back: "It doesn't matter what you tmk
of me. You can think of me as you wish. A
them became Mahatmas by doing some g
deeds. But You are a born Mahatmnie
Thus Sri Ramakrishna had a great vision.
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| am attracted by his purity of mind and
qgrasping power
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Looking at the importance being given to
Swami Vivekananda, some Brahmaordicized
Sri Ramakrishna thusBeéing a Brahimn, why
do you give so much importance to that
Kshatriya boy (Vivekananda)?" Then Sri
Ramakrishna replied:l 'am no way concerned
with the caste.l am attracted by his purity of
mind and grasping poweiHe will excel in Self
Knowlalge. If you bring to me a Brahmboy
with equivalent purity, grasping power and
wideness of heart, | will train him in the same
manner.”
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Even if we desire Is 1t possible that the
morning arrives instantly

Naren's father was a lawyer. After the expiry of
his father, the responsibility to feed his family
fell upon NarenOn one hand He dedicated his
life to Sri Ramakrishna and on the other hand
there was the responsibility of the family.
Naren was in a greatildmma. Sri Ramakrishna
said: 'Whereever you may take méwhichever
country or whichever house) | will remain on
your shouldersandcome along with you,
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Naren." Oneday when Naren was stsl near
Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Ramakrishna was tolc
about the pathetic state of Naren's rfaly by
some devotee. It was & Clock in the night.
Sri Ramakrishna saidEven if we desire, Is it
possible that the morning arrives instartiiNo.
We cannot see he sunlight till 6 in the
morning. Similarly Naren will not experience
the great light until and unless he undergoes all
the required hardships. How can he experience
the great light instantly? It is possible only after
learning all the required lessonst ik Iin his
body's destiny.
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Pwill beq for you, If require@ ®

When Nareris father expired suddenly, his
family suffered from acute poverty. Once

Sri Ramakrishnasked one ohis rich devotees

to helpNaren On hearing thisNaren got angry

and said: You are defaming our family's
honour. Why are you speaking thus?"
Sri  Ramakrishnareplied "If you are not

pleased, | will stop askingut | will beg for you,

If required"
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Y¥ vou will not ask Mother, | will pray Her on
vour behalfQ

When Sri Ramakrishna suggestéarento pray
Mother Kali for food and clothing, he prayed
(i K dZélotherldKeep my mind away from lust,
anger and gold ¢ 2 KSY { NXA
rebukedhim as to why he did not pray for food
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and clothing, Naren ileJf A SmRIdokingat the
azlKSNDa TfeeDI&e asking HeAfer Y
Material needs relating to this world. | cbuR Yy Q|
ask her of anything elsexcept for purity of
mind. | am sorry that | could not make the
LN e SNJ & adz33ISauSR 068
Then Sri Raakrishna saidpif you will not ask
Mother, | will pray Her on your behdlflt is

neither a conversation nor Vedanta. It Is
unworldly Love.

Vivekananda struggled for 6 months whether
sacrifice this world for the sake of his 3nfdy
members or sacrifice the 3 family members for
sake of this entire world? It was only when he
decided to sacrifice his family members that
brother got a job and took up the fami
responsibility.
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Wh! Mother gant me devotion for

yvour Lotus feef) ®

Once Sri Ramakrishna asked Naren to smn
song. Then Naren sang thus: "Oh! Mother, W
IS the necessity of doing japa or meditation
self enquiry? Oh! Mother, it is enough if Y
provide me with Love for your felet

125




t S2LIX S R2V QO O2Vyv aABS NI
consider you to be a mad man

Once Sri Rimakrishna asked NarenWhat is the
town talk about me?" Nareneplied "People don'
consider ya to be a bad man but consider you
be a mad mant Sri Ramakrishnaaid: "Oh! | got
such a bad name in the society. Ensure that | g
good name. They are mad about the world ar
am mad about Mother."

Though He said thus, what shall He lose evere|
gets a bad name?

126




Wh! God, Yot N (KS R2SNJ L

If Sri Ramakriskandid not see Naren for 4 days,
his state was egualent to that of a fish which
struggles for its life when thrown out of a pond.
It was dwe to relationship of several births. If
any ofyou were friends in previous births, your
friendship in the current birth will continue till
end else it will break at some point of timgri
Ramakrishna asked NarefiVhat is meant by
Jnana?" Naren remaidesilent and kept looking
Into Sri Ramakrishna's eyes, recognizing that Srj
Ramakrishna knows something that he doesn't
know. Sri Ramakrishna then described Jnana in
a single sentenceOh! God, You are the doer; |

am not the doer
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Provide me a tablet bywhich | can unlearn
everything that | learned

oL

— T— q"

Once Sri Ramakrishna asked Narewré you
studying well?" Naren replied:l"am studying
well but If you have any medicine, by which |
can forget all my acquired knowledge, please
provide me the same sthat | can swallow it
and forget everything." When Sri Ramakrishna
asked him the reasorfor the same, Naren
replied: "1 understand that all my studies is
becoming an obstacle when I try to reach your
feet."
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You need to work in between the
householders

Once Swami Vivekanantiald Sri Ramakrishna:
"Having got the taste of Self, | don't feel like
associating with householders or talking to
them." Then Sri Ramakrishna regal: "Don't go

to that extent.You need to work in between the
householderslet that work happen. You have
come only to do my work. You don't have any
personal work to do."
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When Naren wanted to become a monk out
renunciation, Sri Ramakhsa said: Wait till |
leave my body. Don't renounce your house |

itself” Then Narenheld backhis decision o
becoming a monk.
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If you are satisfied with your own liberation,
then what about other's liberation?

In his lastdays, Sri Ramakrishna asked Naren:
"What do you want?" Naren repliedt will not
pour ghee Iinto the sacred fire of yagna. But |
will throw this small 'I' into it.I want only
liberation and nothing e Sri Ramakrishna
replied: 'Onh! Naren,l thought that you are a
big man.But you seem to be so petty minded!
If you are satisfied with youown liberation,
then what about other's liberationAfter my
departure, take care of the boyshe 16 direct
disciples of Sri Ramakrishna)."
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Wourvery boneswill teach the world?

In His last days, Sri Ramakrishhad the
following discussion with Naren:

RamakrishnaGo around the wdd and preach.

Naren:| don® have any such intention. Ina
contented If | get liberated.

Ramakishna: Are you so petty minded?

Naren Without reforming myself, how can |
preach others? You are preaching only after
attaining a particular spiritual status. How can |
preach  without attaining the same?
Ram&rishna: Naren, you havea wonderful
dialoge delivery.

Naren: | will not preah.

Ramakrishna Yourvery bone will teach the
world.
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One who iIs Rama, one who iIs Krishna, is this
Ramakrishna

Sri Ramakrishna got cancer
his last days which spream to
lungs. Unable to take breatt "
He was askig the disciples t(‘-m» D
make Him sit when He wahvg T ¥
made to liedown andto make [ U
Him lie down when He Wabmﬁ
made to sit. Such was His suffering. Looking at
the suffering of Sri Ramakrishna, Nar@&@wami
Vivekananda) doubted within Himi§e"ls Sri
Ramakrishna an aarnation of God?" Our mind
IS an open book for Guru. Then Sri Ramakrishne
holding his breath said'You still have the
doubt? One who iIs Rama, one who is Krishna,
it Is the same Rama and Krishna whas

Incarnated as Sri Ramakrishha

133




Master has comehere much before me and
madeall the arrangements

Once Swami Vivekanang=
got the feeling that he Is
spreading the message of
Ramakrishna in U.S.A. O
day Swamiji went to
devotee's house on being

Invited for dinner. When Swamiji ented the
house, hewas astounded 1 seeing a painting
of Sri Ramakrishna. Pointing towards painting,
Swamiji asked the devotee: "Do youokn
Him?" The devotee repliedNb. | dor®2 know
who he isBut he came in my dream. He was so
beautiful that | felt like making thigpainting."
Swamiji then felt: Who am | to spread his
messageMaster has come here much before
me and made all the arrangemerits
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Naren will do good work sufficient enough for
a period of 1000 years

When Sri Ramakrishna was t¢' vz
about the marriage propass
for Naren, Sri Ramakrishr
replied: "Naren is not destinel
to marry. He will not see his 4!
Before his departurehe will do so much good

work which is sufficient enough for a period of
1000 years He will work with both the hands.

With one hand he i attain Samadhi and with

theotherK YR KS gAff &SNS

{ gl YA + ADBS1IFYl yYRI Q&
Ramakrishna is similar to the relationship
Hanuman with Sri Rama.
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Master Mahashaya

all A0SNJ al KIFaKFeé&l Aa
2T { NA wIlH¥Wa} sdn@efsohal hak
In the entire Gospel he never used his nat

Pl P Vd Pal hd Vd
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When all the education is within His throat,
why does He require any other formal
education?

When M. visited Sri Ramakrishna fibre first
time, the mad was about to leave the room
after completion of her work. Then M. asked
her: "In spite of not being educated, how is it
that Sri Ramakrishna is able to answer the
guestions of his visitors?" Due to the Holy
Company of Sri Ramakrishna she spoke thus;
"When all the education is within His throat,
why does He require any other formal (college
related) educatio" M. replied: "The door
seems to be closed and there is none to
Introduce me." Then the maid replied: "I have
closed the doors intentionally. HowewveHis
doors are ever open for the sake of devotees.
There is no need of any appointments. You can
open the door and go inside."
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Though yours iIs a serious case, | will admit you
In the hospital

M. went inside accordingly and introduced
himself to Sri Raakrishna.

M. had the following discussic
with Sri Ramakrishna:

R.K: Are you married?

M.: Yes

R.K: How many children do you have?

M.: Six

R.K:Yours Is a serious cas¥ou have given
place to too many people in your Heart. You
came to me faithfully. Thefore | will admit

you in the hospital but cannot assure you of
recovery.

138




In his last days, M. resembled Sri Ramakrishna

Though Sri Ramakrishna spoke =
this manner, he enabled M. to reac
such a spiritual state that M. wrot
‘The Gospel of Sri Ramaitina'.k
Thus M. became One with
Ramakrishna through hisehavia pattern and
entered His kitchen cabinet. M. was alive till
1932. Devotees used to visit M. In his last days,
M. resembled Sri Ramakrishna due to his
unwavering faith and constant contemplan

of Sri Ramakrishna.

Once Sri Ramakrishna dabed M.
"He is 100% purity personification."
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M. was the investor for everyone

Once in a while, when Sri Ramakrishna felt like
eating jilebi(a sweet), He asked Mo bring it.
When He wanted a towel, He asked M. to
purchase it for m. M. should not return back
without bargaining for it atleast in ten shops.
He must bring it oly from that shop where it is
most cheap.Only M was selected for such
tasksas M never had thefeeling that he is

serving SrRamakrishna. Malways felt that he

IS buyingit for himself. Guruselects only such
Impersonal peopleAll the 16 direct disciples
also asked M. onlyfor a rupee or two

whenever they needed. Thus M. was the
Investor for everyone

Sri Ramakrishnaaid: "Mr. M, do you knowwho
resides within the Heart? It Is the nameless ¢
formless one."
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Wou have no right to criticize Sri Ramakrisliha

M. worked for Ishwara Chandraidyasagar.
One day when Ishwara Chandra Vidya sagar
ONAGAOAT SR { NA wl Yl {1 NR
rebuke me if there is any flaw in the conduct of
my duty. But you have no right to criticize Sri
Ramakrishn@¢é¢ { I @Ay 3 G(GKdza KS
job. Such wahkis devotion.
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Wou have become my clothes and | have
become your clothe® ®

/.

Once in a while Sri Ramakrishna used to sit
naked while he was all alone. If anyone came to
visit Him, he dressk himself and came out.

Once M.visited Sri Ramakrishnavhen he was

all alone He called M. to come inside and sit
beside him. M. was hesitant as Sri Ramakrishng
was naked. When M. asked Sri Ramakrishna;
"2 2y U &2 dzSRREBakashndzLIK &
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replied: " You have become my clothes and |
have become youclothes. Are the clothes an
obstacle between us? You are very close to me.
You are my M. and | am your Ramakrishna. You
need not differentiate between us. You can sit
equally with me." When there is unison of two
Hearts, what exists is sweetness alone. The
body consciousness doesn't exist there. Thus
M. entered the inner circle. He will not be
allowed to come again unto earth. Only M.
attained such a place and nanhyone else (not
even Narei
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Wou seem to be greater than Rama and
Krishna as you are not killing mked people
but killing their wickednes8 ®

Once Sri Ramakrishna asked MMr!' M., you
seem to be well educatd and also well settled
In a job. Then why do you comeotme
frequently?" M. replied: Oh! Ramakshna
deva, | may seem to beducated. Btithe Love,
Knowledge, Compassion and broad feelings
that | see in you cannot deundin anyone
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else. | come to you being attracted by them. |
did not see Rama or Krishna. Thdilled the
wicked people. Though | did not see them, You
seem to me o be greater than themYou are
not killing the wicked people but killing the
wickedness within thenWicked people araot
your enemies. It is only their wickedness which
constitutes your enemies. | didot see you
possessing any hatred for anyone. Theref|
come to you frequently."
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Wlike only the God existing in the form of a
manQ

Once Sri Ramakrishna asked M.:" Mv.,
Which form of God do you like most?" M.
replied: "Oh! Ramakrishna deva, | don't like
God existing in the form of a stone hgi in a
temple. | like only the God existing in the form
of a man" Then Sri Ramakrishna repliétfou
are able to recognizeme. You are able to
identify me. You are able to catch hold of me."
Sri Ramakrishna said that Mas reminded of
his past births atthat point of time which
enabled M. to recognize Him.
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Yt Is Mother who retained the eqgo her@ ®

Once Sri Ramakrishna asked M.: "My.do you
find any egoistic tendscy within me?" M.
replied:"Yes, | find a very tiny and little egoistic
tendengy within you But | even realize that You
retained it graciously imrder to preach us." Sri
Ramakrishna rem@d: "l did not retain it Mr. M.

It is Mother who retained it
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It is only to warn myself that | should not be
careless anymore that | am eating dise ashes

When Sri Ramakrishna téfis mortal frame, his
sanyasindisciples stole the bones and ashes of
their Guru and brought them. Then .Mook
some ashes and put them into his mouth. The
other disciples were surprised with shiact.
Then M. said: Till now we have been
consideringGuru to be external. It was OK even
If we were careless. But now onwards we have
to view him internally. It is only to warn myself
that | should not be careless anymore that | am
eating these ashes of Gurudev. | am eating
these ashes only to pray Him to grant me the
strength to abide by His words and thereby
attain Purity."
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M. left his mortal frame onthe day when final
LJ 3S 2F We¢KS D2alLlStQ 41

.

When Naren tried to write down everything
that Sri Ramakrishnapoke, Sri Ramakrishna
stopped himsaying: "There is somae else to
do this work." M. used to writelown a diary
on a daily basisall that Sri Ramakrishna
preached him. Later the same diary became
‘The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna'. "'The Gospel of
Sri Ramhkrishna' is equivalent téT'he Bible'. It
IS the ModernBhagavad Gita. There are many
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people who got reformed &kr reading 'The
Gospel of SrRamakrishna'. Initially M. didot
accept for the printing of 'The Gospefl &ri
Ramakrishna'. M. saidi \wrote them only for
my spiritual progress. You can print it after my
death." However when the other disciples
Insisted that these words of Sri Ramakrishna
will be useful to many people, he finally
consented for their print.M. left his mortal
frame on the day wén the final page of 'The
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna' got printethat
bodycameonly for the purpose of bringing that
book unto earth. Once the work was finished,
the body vanished.

M. said: 'Sri Ramakrishna's very name
music to my ears."
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On his visit to M.,Paul Brunton saic
"His words are very pure. But aft
seeing Him, | felt in His presence that
purity is much greater than his words."
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Preachings of Sri Ramakrishna
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Miracles are guivalent to shit

Once Sri Ramakrishna came across a sadhi

who could perform mirales. When Sri

Ramakrishna was boarding a boat, he said:

"You need a boat to cross the river. Budon't
need any. | can croghis river on .
foot." He thought that Sr
Ram&rishna would praise hi i\', |
powers. But Sri Ramakrishnts ‘A
replied: 'Oh! So you larnt only that which is 10
paisaworth?" When asked why he noluded
thus, Sri Ramakrisha replied: "It costs me 10
paisato cross this riveby boarding a boat. You
are saving ony 10 paisay crossing the river on
foot. There is nothingnore than this. Whatever
you learnt through hard work is not Jnana. You
have not yet |leant as to how to transcend the
ignorance."
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Wam asking you to give charity so that you will
become puré) ®

Once a rich man was seated beside
Sri Ramakrishna. There was abBgoor man
seated beside himSri Ramakrishna told the
rich man: Take out a rupee from yourogket
and give it to the pooman." The richman
consented for the sameSri Ramakrishna said:
"Can he feed his familwith that single rupee?

| am asking you to do thus so that your riches
will become a sacrifice, you wilbecome
blessed ad therebyyou will become puré
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Yt is because of the application of collyrium
caled Krishn&) ®

Omnce Sri Ramakrishna was asked: "How is it
that Sri Radhalevi is able to view.ordKrishna
In everything and everywhere and we are not
able to view thus?" SRRamakrishna repliedit"

IS because of the application of collyrium cdlle
Krishnato her eyeghat enabled her to view Sri
Krishna in everything and everywhere."
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You get the merit as well as demerit of
building the ghat

Once In Varanasi,
Ramakrishna was seated iIn
ghat along withhis devotees
Sri  Ramakrishnathen asked:
"Who built this ghat?"The lad
who built that ghat was preserjg |

there itself. Initiallyshe did not™

respond When Sri Ramakrishna askadain
and againunale to stop herself, she stoodp
and said:"l built that ghat." Sri Ramakrishna
said: "Yeah!That | should be lost. Your tail is
not yet cut. When you say that you built the
ghat, you get all themerit of building Iit.
However if anyone slips and falls dowiyou
also get the sin pertaining to. it
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Sex consciousness is part of body
consciousness

Once when all ladies were seated, Sri
Ramakrishna went and sa between them.
They moved alittle and sat again. Sri
Ramakrishna said: "Why do you neoke that?
You have not yetranscended the feeling of
being a woman. Only when you lose Rod
conseousness, you lose thieeling of sexSex
consciousness is part of body consciousness
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It IS not enough If yousee RamaYou should
be seen by Rama.

Sri Ramakrishna asked one of the devotees:
"How is it that you araot visible these days?"
The devotee replied: Very recently You visited
our street where | saw You. Hence | ahdt
come again." Then Sri Ramakrishna quoted the
following from Valmiki Ramaya: "It is not
enough if you see Rama. You should be seen b
Rama'! i Ramakrishna furtheadded: "Is it
enough if you seeme? Shouldn't you hear
something about Truth?"
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It IS his inherited wealth that makes him talk
thus

Once Sri Ramakrishna was travellmga boat

In Ganges along withi$ disciples. They were
faced by a devotee who sonignes came to
Dakshineshwar to get the blessing of Sri
Ramakrishna. He saidHey! Pandit,are you
doing well?" The disciples of Sri Ramakrishna
got angry wien Paramahamsavas called as
Pandit. When they tried to repl back, Sri
Ramakrishna said: "It is hbe who hagalked
now. He recently inherited a lot of wealth on
the death of oneof his relatives.It is that
money which made him talk thus
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Sri Ramakrishna saidt s very difficult to remair
humble when we possasscholarship, wealtAnd
fame. Isn't it true that God showers His Gre
upon them who remain humble Inspite of
possessing scholarship, wealth and fame?"
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Do vou have the devotees of Govinda in your
village?

Once Bankim Chandra Chaterjee itied Sri
Ramakrishna to his housesri Ramakrishna
asked him:"Do you have the devotees of
Govinda in your villag® Unable to undestand,
when Bankim asked SRamakrishna to clarify,
Sri Ramakrishna narrated the followin@ist:
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"When customes enter ajeweler shop, the
owner of the shop chastGovinda, Govinda In
order to impress them that he is devotee. If
customer seems to be intelligent and cannot be
deceived he would chantHari, Hari'.However

If the customer seems to be foolish andncbe
deceived, hewvould chant 'Hara, Hara'. Bite
customers éel that the owners ofewelershop
are devo6Sa 2F D2YJAYRI ¢
anything else other than the name of Govinda.
But this is their cde language.Do you have
such devotees of Govindayour villagé"
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Fill your mind with God and do your work

(:} SRI' RAMAKRISHNA DARSHANAM

Sri Ramakrishna narrated the following story:
There was a pandit who preached Bhagavata
on a daily basis a temple. There was also a
prostitute who resided in the same street.
Many bigpeople visited hehouse. But she had

a lot of devotion. Every evening she used to
think: " How blessed is that pandide spends
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his entire dayin the service and remembrance
of the Lord." Her maid used to inforfmer that
today the pandit iggoing to preach Ramayana
and tomorrow he is going to preach Bhagt
Thus her mind constantlgontemplated upon
God. However the pandit used to think thus
about the prostitute: "Many bigpeople visit
her. How wealthy she should have become by
now. How lucky she ia having such rich

and influential friends. Though | toil hard
throughout the day | am left only with these
driblet (small amounts of money offered to
him)." Thus the pandit's mindconstantly
contemplated uponmoney and influence. It
happened thatboth of them died on the same
day. Many people attended thefuneral
procession of the pandit and his funeral rites
were conductel with a great honor. However
nobody came forward to conduct the funeral
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rites to the prostiute's dead body. Finally the
municipality people conducted the same.
However the prostitute waggranted heaven
and the panditwas bestowed with hell. When
the pandit questioned for this differamation,
he was answered thus:Your mind always
contemplated upon wealth and influence. All
the merit that you earned bpreaching puranas
ended in the funeral procession of your dead
body. Whatever might be the work the
prostitute has done with her body, her mind
constantly contemplated upo God. Therefore
she gained @reater merit than you.The work
done by the body is not relevanit happens as
per the body'sdestiny. What is more important
Is the dwelling place of your mindrherefore fill
your mind with God and do your work
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Live like the ants

Sri Ramakrishna saidiVe should live like thi
ants. When there is a mixture of mud a
sugar, the ants takep the sugar leaving ot
the mud. Similarly this world is a mixture
good and bad people. Therefore we need
accept the good and reject the bad."

God laughs at us In two instances

God laughs at us in two instances: Firsilyen a
doctor says that he will save the patient. Secor
when the brothes who have been loving ea
other since their childhood fight for the sake

property .
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Even You have started Preaching!

If you preach without the experience of S
(Realization), it will only spoil others. If anyc
tried to preach without Self Realization,
Ramakrishna never stoppddem. Rather He use
to say: 'Even you have started preachind'ou
don®@possess Peace and Bliss. So you have sto
crying at home and have started crying ome
road? Do you understand thessence of the word
that you speak? You read some books and
trying to vomit out here! So have you start:
teaching so early? Who gave you the authoto
speak? Who asked you tmen this shop?"
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First attain God

Sri Ramakrishna said," First GOD, then world
thenyou." Butwe always do it otherwise ie., Fir
ourselvesthen world and then GOD.

If anyone boasted near Sri Ramakrishna
having built a temple 10 for performing any
charity, Sri Ramakrishna used to say:" Do !
consider these acts to be greea than attaining
God? Firsperform the act of attaining God the
you can start building temples or givi

charities."

168




The Inscrutable Maya

Sri Ramakrishna saidstippose a lake is fl
of lotus flowers, we pushside the lotus
leaves and take out the water from tl
lake. Once we leave the lotus leaves, tl
iImmediately fill up the lakeSimilarly ever
Maya is so powerful that it takes hold of
within a short period of time."

Sri Ramakrishna saidWear a sari worth 10000r:
You will then understand how arrogant you ar
There exists some arrogance inherent within y
The expensive sari brings out that arrogal
hidden within you. Youconsider yourselves t
be a billionaire and lose all the devotion that y
previously possessedWhen a sari itsél can
contain so much Maya(delusion), how much
Maya/Delusion should exist in this world? "
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We represent the fish caught in a net

As long as we consider that all our people are
doing well, our familys doing wdland we have
no problems in hand,we resemble the fish
caught in a net Such fish tmk: "It doesn't
matter evenif we are caught in the net. We are
still in the water and are ablto swim. How
does it mattereven if we are caught in the net?
But they arenot aware that vithin an hour the
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net will be pulled out and they will have to
struggle for their breath. When w@roclaim
that we are having good time on hand, what
should we become proud about? Is there
anything worthy of being proud inthis
creation? Whether your work is good or bad, it
all represents a dream. We are not aware as to
when we get the call from the god of death.
You can remain happy dsng as you get the
call fromthe god of death. | will not disturb the
same.”
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You wil attain God only iIf you possess an
Intense yearning to attain Him

Once Sri Ramakrishna narrated the following
story: A disciple apprached his preceptor and
asked him: "How can | attain God?" The
preceptor didnot speak. He took thdisciple to
the river Gangesand asked him to take three
dips. The disciple did accordingly favice. But
the third time, thepreceptor forcibly held him
In the water so that the discipletrsiggles for
his breath for awhile. Once the disciple came
out of water, the preceptoasked him:'Isn't it
true that you hadno other thought other than
getting out of water when | helgou forcibly?
Similarlyif you possess such an intense yearning
to attain God immediately (not some point of
time), you will realize God
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Sri Ramakrishnaagl: "One must have such &
Intense yearning to attain God as a th
possesses to make a theft. Suppose there e;
thousands of crores of rupees in the nexon,
can a thief remain peaceful? He will have
Intense yearning to steal them. He kee
waiting for everyone to fall asleep. He kee
awake naturally andhe need not try to stop his
sleep. He waits for the opportunity to steal tl
money. Similarly if younave such an intens
yearning to attain God, you will attain Him."

Sri Ramakrishnaagl: "You must Lov«
God as much as You Love Yourself.
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Sri Ramakrishna said: "Weeping has become yc
prime task. Anywayou will not stop crying; then
whydom Qi @&2dz ONEB FT2NJ GKS
you cry for the sake of Truth realization? "

Sri Ramakrishna said: "If you snely take one
step for attaining Truth, God takes the furth
nine steps and reveals Himself to you."

Sri  Ramakrishna said: "Mother provides |
children some toys to plawith. Once the childre
arefed up with their toys, they start crying for tr
sake of their Mother. Onlythen the Mother
comesand takes them into her shoulder. Simila
it Is only after @joying all the pleasures ar
enjoyments in the worldthat we renounce
everything and cry for GodVe understand al
this to be'The Play of God'. Only then God arri
andtakesusinto His lap."
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Utilize the Holy Company

When there is a natural breeze, there is
necessity of having a ceiling fan. $amy when

you have Holy company, there is no necessit
making self effort.

It is very easy to befriend worldly people k
difficult to get rid d them. Therefore don"
be-friend worldly people.
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Sri Ramakrishna saidifHough a stone stays in wat
for 10 years,t cannot suck even a drop afater.
Then what is the purpose of its stawithin water?
Similarly somepeople may listen througbut their
life but cannot grasp and practice aeast one
sentence Then what is the purpose ouch
listening?"

Sri Ramakrishna saidiiough a frog redes under
a lotus, it is aly the honey bees which confeom
a far placethat drink the nectar. Similarly even
you get Holy Company for a lopgriod, it is of nc
use if your mind is not introverted. There m
exist devotees who come frofar places, getheir
mind introverted with His Grace and there
attain Self Knowledge."
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By devdéoping Bhajanananda one jumps into
Brahmananda

Sri Ramakrishna saidlif {you want a person to
transcend the sensory enjoyments, habituate
him to Bhajanananda (e happiness derived
from chanting the name of Lojyd Then the
devotee will jump from Bhajanananda to
Brahmananda (the eternal BlissA person
habituated to a tendency at particular level of
consciousness cannot transcend that tendency
by remaining at he same level of
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consciousnessHe has to do something order

to increase his level of agciousness. It can be
In the form of Holy Company, reading the
scriptures, japa, meditation, vig1g the temple
or going on gilgrimage, chanting the nagof
Lord etc., By doing any of thebove, one can
Increase theirlevel of consciousness. Then one
need not get rid of their weaknesses. The
weaknesses themselves leave hian their
own. He then develops the intense desire to
attain Self Realizain. Thus by developing
Bhajanananda one jumps into Brahmanarida
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The work must leave you but you must not
leave the work

Sri Ramakrishna saidTHe work must leave yc
but you must not leave the warkf you hold the
feet of God with one hand and perform your dt
with the other hand,God will bestow you with the
situation where thework itself will leave you
Then you can offer even the second hand for th
sake of God."
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Mother should work like a maidin looking
after her children

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Sri Ramakrishna saidMo6ther should work like
maid in looking after her childrenThe maid
caresses the children very carefully. She enables
children to take their bath, gives them their foc
drops them in the school and brings them back €
She performs all these workgerfectly. But in the
heart of hearts, she is aware that thaye not her
children. Similarly even Mother should perform F
duty towards her children. God is the Father of
the Jivas. We must consciously remember
forever and perform our dutyThey are our childre|
only in this birth. We gave birth to our d¢thien but
not to their destinies."
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Beware of the intake of your food

Sri Rimakrishna often used to sayRémembel
this while doing sadhana&e very careful witl
respect to the intake of your foodhe mind is
formed based upon theobd that you consume
If you are careless with respect to your foc
any amount of sadhana will not be fruitful."
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